The AATS shows its deep commitment to continuing education by offering a variety of products. Any one publication (including the Journal) is, by itself, incomplete. Several publications, as a package, each with a committed editor and staff, provide the contemporary thoracic surgeon with a wealth of technical information, reviews, and editorial commentary. In addition to the Journal, the AATS identifies the following as its official publications:
Operative Techniques in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery The Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Annual CT Digest
Of the AATS publications, the Journal is available both in print and online. Operative Techniques, Seminars, and The Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Annual are printed publications. CT Digest (www.CTDigest.com) is an electronic product that provides commentary by acknowledged experts on the most relevant articles in the publications from our specialty, as well as those from critically important related specialties such as cardiology, pulmonary medicine, anesthesiology, basic research, and cardiothoracic epidemiology.
CT Digest is the quickest way to obtain perspective on the most current articles of relevance to our daily practice and knowledge base. Operative Techniques in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery provides detailed, well-illustrated technical approaches to common problems, frequently with contributions by several authors describing different surgical solutions for the same problem. Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery focuses on one important general thoracic topic and one cardiovascular topic each issue with multiple expert review articles. The Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Annual is a collection of important original articles concerning surgery of congenital heart disease, edited and refereed by authorities in the field.
For the future, we hope to expand electronic coverage, with its associated hyperlinking possibilities, to the remaining two publications. Readers will then be able to quickly collect information from technical articles, contemporary basic and clinical scientific papers, topical reviews, and electronic commentary on the topic of their choice.
On its own, the Journal cannot be all things to all people, but the Journal together with the focused publications can. Used in tandem, they become a powerful educational package. The AATS remains committed, through its publications, to providing a body of knowledge that covers all aspects of our specialty.
